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Fraud infects home health care 


Corrupt Chicago-area agencies, 
doctors exploit loosely regulated 
system for profit, Tribune finds 


By MICHAEL J. BERENS 
Chicago Tribune 


His hands trembled at 
first. Then his vision blur- 
red. Finally, unable to con- 
trol a malignant blood pres- 
sure condition, Tinley Park 
cardiac surgeon Banio Ko- 


roma lost his malpractice 
insurance, then his op- 
erating room privileges and 
finally his professional 
standing. 

Fortunately, he lived in 
Illinois, where medical 
regulation has been so lax 
that even the most desper- 


ate of doctors can find 
financial reward. 

Koroma took refuge in 
home health care, a lucra- 
tive and growing industry 
rife with fraud and tainted 
by unscrupulous physicians 
who travel to patients’ 
homes in search of profit, 
then bleed money from 
taxpayer-financed pro- 
grams. 

The down-on-his-luck 
doctor took advantage of 
this loosely regulated world 


to exploit his patients and 
command a central role in a 
multimillion-dollar taxpay- 
er swindle that breached 
the homes of 15,600 older 
adults getting services from 
a Chicago company called 
Mobile Doctors. 

For adults hobbled by 
disability or disease who 
want to stay out of nursing 
homes or hospitals, home 
health care services can be a 
godsend. 

For criminals who want 


to tap into federal Medicare 
dollars, it can represent a 
loosely guarded bank vault. 

A Tribune investigation 
reveals that Illinois public 
health regulators proved 
unprepared for a surge in 
new home health care com- 
panies, doling out too many 
home health licenses too 
fast and failing to provide 
meaningful oversight. 

Even today, most anyone 
can own a home health care 
business for a $25 license 


fee — no criminal back- 
ground check required. 

Consequently, the Chi- 
cago metropolitan area is a 
hot spot for fraud, deemed 
among the most corrupt 
regions nationally. In the 
last five years, federal inves- 
tigators estimate, area home 
health agencies have im- 
properly collected at least 
$104 million in public dol- 
lars. 
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The smoothest voice in 
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Dr. Aaron Friedman places a pillow behind the back of Cubs radio announcer Pat Hughes during an appointment to check Hughes’ throat. 


HUGHES’ RECOVERY 
SPEAKS TO RESILIENCE 


Cubs radio announcer beats throat disease that threatened career 


GOP 


cobbles 
together 


tax votes 


Holdouts like 
Rubio and Corker 
relent opposition 


By LISA MASCARO 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Con- 
gressional Republicans se- 
cured enough support Fri- 
day to pass their massive tax 
plan, a measure that would 
deliver a major legislative 
victory to President Donald 
Trump and his GOP allies 
and make tax changes af- 
fecting nearly every Ameri- 
can family and business. 

Passage appeared certain 
after two critical holdouts, 
Sens. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., 
and Bob Corker, R-Tenn., 
said they would vote for the 
bill this week. 

Rubio was the key piece 
of a complicated and shift- 
ing political puzzle that the 
White House and GOP 
leaders spent months trying 
to solve, as all Democrats 
vowed to oppose the bill 
and a handful of Republi- 


Turn to Taxes, Page 27 


Trump predicts 
exoneration in 
Russia probes 
GOP is pressing for an end 


throat lingered. Put in baseball terms, he 
possessed the vocal range of a Gold Glove 
shortstop but suddenly struggled getting to 
every ground ball. He especially noticed 
raspiness whenever he tried producing a 
deeper pitch. At first he wanted to attribute 
the issues to fatigue from the grind of calling 


ing, you know when it’s not 
right” Hughes said. 

And long before Hughes 
would undergo three sur- 
geries in a 14-month period 
because of a precancerous 
lesion known as dysplasia on 


to inquiries into campaign’s 
alleged Russia dealings. 
Nation & World, Page 25 


Chicago sports felt rougher 
than usual. 

Cubs games on the radio 
sounded the same to the 
untrained ears of so many 
fans that 2014 season, with 


polished play-by-play man DaAvip HAUGH one of his vocal cords, he another 162-game schedule. Overdose drug 
Pat Hughes comfortably In the Wake of the News knew. Or at least he knew “Everybody gets run down at the end of ce 
providing the soundtrack of what he didn’t know, and it the year, your whole body, including your added to opioid 
summer car rides and barbecues like always. scared the bejesus out of him. voice,” Hughes said. “You expect to be tired rescriptions 
But by the time October arrived, the The health crisis Hughes concealed pub- and your voice to be scratchy. But a month p p 
legendary announcer sensed something was licly until now started with a bout of bron- after the 2014 season, the scratchiness didn’t Patients with a scrip for 
different. Something was off. chitis that June, which went away thanks to opioids may also get a drug 
“Anybody who uses their voice for a liv- an inhaler. But an irritation in Hughes’ Turn to Haugh, Page 12 meant to help them if they 


overdose. Business 
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Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast in Nation & World, Page 39 
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